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The goal of this paper was to sort out and summarize the relevant studies on BCRL using bibliometric 
analysis. This paper reflects which authors, papers, institutions and countries contributed the most to 
the literature base for BCRL and to explore future research trends. 

 
The authors studied 1,000 relevant papers which contributed to this topic. These papers were 
written by 3830 authors from 2796 institutions in 246 countries and published from 2003 to 2024. 

 
This is a summary of the analysis: 
 

1. The Authors: The MGH Lymphedema Research Program was found to be 
the most published on BCRL in the world (see Table 3). 

 
Section 3.4 highlights: “It can be seen that Taghian AG (MGH’s Program Director) is in the first 
place, and Brunelle C (MGH’s Program Associate Director) was in third place. These scholars 
have high volume of publications indicating that they have conducted more research in this 
area.” 

 
Table 3 presents a rank of the top 
15 authors who contributed to 
BCRL filed among 3830 (top 
0.4%). The MGH Lymphedema 
Research Program occupies 4 
positions: #1 (Taghian), #3 
(Brunelle), #11 (Naoum) and #12 
(Skolny). Naoum and Skolny were 
both mentees of Dr. Taghian’s who 
rotated through the program. In 
addition, members of the MGH 
team were ranked #2, 4, 7 and 13 
(Brunelle, Taghian and Naoum) in 
terms of the centrality (impact) of 
the research. 
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The figure below represents publication presence, with the size of the font for each researcher 
corresponding to the number of publications. There were 6 mentees of Dr. Taghian’s whose work 
during their tenure in the program is recognized in the graph (Specht, Jammallo, Miller, Skolny, 
Naoum and Gillespie). 

 

 
2. The Institutions: The figure below illustrates that MGH and Harvard University are 

the top published institutions of the 2786 institutions in the world analyzed. This was 
due to the work from our group. 
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3. The Most Cited References: Among the 1,000 papers analyzed, the MGH Lymphedema 
Research Program authored the #2 and #3 most cited papers on BCRL. 

 
Table 7 outlines the most cited papers in BCRL. The #2 author (Gillespie) was one of Dr. Taghian’s 
mentees, and is now a resident at Stanford, and the #3 author (McDuff) was one of Dr. Taghian’s 
previous MGH residents and is now staff at Duke. The top 2 were general reviews and the 3rd 
(McDuff) was original research from our group. The McDuff paper is therefore the top “original 
research paper” cited in this field. 

 
 

 
The McDuff paper was described 
and cited in the discussion: 

 
 
The authors described these highly cited 
papers in section 3.6: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reference ranked #9 in the table was written by the 3 authors: McLaughlin (Mayo), Brunelle 
(MGH) and Taghian (MGH). 
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4. Current Research Hotspots in BCRL: As mentioned in the 
discussion section of the paper: 

 

 

 


